The nitrosonaphthol procedure for urinary 5-HIAA has been modified by using an excessof NaCI and adjusting the urine to a constant pH during the first chloroform purification step. Thus, the variable salt concentration of different urine samples, which has been claimed to be responsiblefor the reported inconsistencyof the method, has been eliminated.
IN RECENT STUDIES
in which the urinary levels of 5-hydroxiiidoieacetic acid (5-HIAA)
were measured by the nitrosonaphthol procedure 
Results
The lillearity and sensitivity of the method are shown in Fig. 1A and lB. Figure  1A demonstrates the recovery of 5-HIAA from 10 ml. of saline ill which NaCl was eithei' not present, or was present during only one or both of the CHCI.3 washes. Similar experiments were carried out for Fig. lB using 10 Relative to the results with this buffer expressed as 100%, the influence of pH oii recovery Was as follows : pu 6.0, 50% pH 7.0, 90% pIT 9.0, 80%.
The uncorrected recovery from urine averaged 60% but adjusting for the volume losses in the various steps brings this value up to 85%.
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Thiei,e has beeti about a bc/c variation in this figure in several hundred analyses.
Since time calculations are related to a curve derived front internal standards extracted from a poole(l sample of urine, these losses are corrected to 100% recovery. 
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